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existing provisions and
the corsumer protec-
ent ir country,
lance wus promulgated
ncerned  bil pending
Hament could not be
¥ Consideraiion due 1o
“ime, the sources said,
nance provides for re-
cods likely 1o endanger
of public, enables the
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goods whick wouid pe
to life and sufety when
file complaints relating
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Consumer organisationg

e Ce Consumer
Counc meeting held
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0 demanded that the
t health services should
under the purview of
er Protection {(Amend-
t993, intreduced in the
8 in March thig year.
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S, consumer affairsg and
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resided over the meet- |-
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A HYDERABAD based company
has been quictly defying the
licence raj by manufacturing
gentamycin, an antibiotic drug,
without a ligence fop eight years,

Gentamyein g reserved for the
public seclor. As such, Andhra
Synthetics ang Antibiotics
was told that there was pgo ques-

Hon of giving it manufacturing
licence,

So Andhra Synthetics went ahead
and  bepan manulacturing
without a licence and its clientg

panies in the
secior,

In the mid-seventies, (he public
sector Hindustan Antibistics Ltd
(HAL), tied up with a European
company  for genlamyein
knowhow which proved i be
tnviable. In the g tighties,
HAL "went shopping for tech.
nology and tieqd up with another
European company. This gy
tempt also fajled,

Following this debacle, HAL djs-

centinued  production of gen-

tamycin and has told the govern-
ment that it proposed to convert
its plant to manufacture othey

Products. Andhra Synthetics, in

contrast, had developed ip-

digenous technology and hag

‘been requesting the sovernment

for a licence since 1986, 1t is the

only Indian company to make
this product, and one of the fow
in the world,

publie’and private

Lid

now include leading Indian com. -

“We have approached the highest
authorities in the governemnt in

vain,” laments Dr Dinegh Pajel, -
director of Andhrg Synthetics,
“On belialf of the company, even
the Andhra povernment ap-
proached the Unign government.
for a licence for the company,*
Even HAL officials privately con-
tend that Dr Patel should be
given a licence,

Authorities are fully aware that
Andhra Synthetics makes pen-
amycin. The government had
allowed HAL g price of Rs
23,500 per kg for gentamycin,
Andhra Syniheties started offer-
ing the material gt Rg 12,500 a
kg because of its lower cost of
production, On the basis of this
price, the governmen; reduced
the price ailowed for HAL. This
led 1o redyceg prices for the
formulateq products,

The commerce ministry has now
issued a notification removing
gentamycin from the negative
list; thereby allowing free OGL
imperts. It seems like a signal
that  the governnient would
rather import ratler than en-
courage indigenous tech-
nology,” says Dr Patel, a scien-
tist turned entreprensur,

His company makes about 600 kg
of gentamycin against g demand
of more than 8000 kg this year.
I can raise my capacity to five.
tonnes but no bank will give me
4 loan because I don't have a

licence,” says the frustrated in-- 'SuperCale and CA-ACCPAC Pluslf

dustrialist,

L R T

would be interested jn taking over |
the management of & loss makin
company, Mp

houses like the Modi's and Sing-

the power ministry-in thig regard,

Infosys appointed

COMPUTER  Associates
national, a $1.8 billion US softwarce :
company, has appoinied Infosys Ji
Technologies
authorised  distributor
micro-products division in India.

-accounting pac

considered for
privatisation
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NEW DELHT 31 JURE " =
government is ‘sertously co
sidering handing over the tnanag
ment of the losing Delhi Electr
Suppty, Undertaking (DESU) 10
private sector firm, Union pow
‘minister N.K.P, Salye announce
today,

The losses of DESU are stapge;
ing ang “government ig no
prepsred to finance jg logges," M,
Salve told newspersons here,

Mr Salve, who was  briefing
newspersons about hig recent visit
1o Japan and Singapore, gaid it had
been in his mind to privatise (he
entire distribution system of DESU
but it had npt been possible 1o
implement iy,

Asked how any private company -

Salve gaid industria]

ania’s have already &pproached

CA’s distributor
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Indian end-ugers will now have fi
access o a range of CA's shrink. E
wrapped products including CA-%
Clipper, CA-Super Project, CA-E

kage.




