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Themis Chemlcals gets sole
-nght to produce fumaglllm

Usha Subramaman
BOMBAY 24 JANUARY .

BOMBAY BASED Themis Chemi-
cals Ltd has acquired the rights to
become the sole producer of fuma-
gillin; ‘a unigue veterinary prod-
uct, in the world.

Chinoin, Hungary, the sole
company making this product till
recently, has agreed to cease man-
ufacture of the product under an
agreement entered into with The-
mis, accordmg to Dr Dinesh Patel,

" managing director, Themis,

Fumagillin is an anti-protozoal .

used for thetreatment of honey
bees in’ developed ‘countries. The
product is tised as a feed additive
for honey bees and protects the

bees against infections. This helps
to increase the quantity and quah—
ty of honey produced.

The process of formulating fu—
magillin is regarded to be hitech
and is a closely guarded secret. It
is a biotechnology based product

and requires specialised expertise.

It involves biotechnical handling
of a fungal strain with prodiction
being carried out in a sterile fer-
mentation plant, Dr Patel said.
The output is generally in kgs

which puts this highly sensitive .

product product in the high price
range. The price varies from Rs

60,000 to Rs 75,000 per kg, More-
" over the heavy capltal investent .
-~ required for setting up a fermenta-

tion unit adds up to the product

cost,

-Themis proposes to produce fuy

gillin at the fermentation unit
group company. The technolo

+will use is based on indigeno

raw material and will not inv{l
any outgo of fore:gn exchal
says Dr Patel. -

He also points put that asig
cant number of developed cdi
tries are now conducting feild
als to extend -the range
application of this product &
clude other animal species i
ambit. Results of theses trials
expected in two years.: N

+ In order to capture the w
market, Themis has. tied-up wi;
Sanofi, France .to market
produ(:t
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«Themis Chemical to
Mﬂ?
produce Fumagillin

'Qur Stalf Correspondent
BOMBAY, Jan. 25 |

HE Bombay-based Themis Chemical Ltd.
{TCL} has become a producer of Fumagil-
lin, a veterinary product. .This foHows an
agreement with Chinoin, Hungary, the only
producer of Fumagillin. Chinoin transferred

the rights to TCL a year ago.
- Fumagillin is-an anti-protozoal used for the

as-a feed additive for honey bees, which -pro-
tects it from infections. The use of Fumagillin
helps increase the quantity and guality of the
honey produced.

According to Dr. Dinesh Patel, vice-chair-

man, the process of formulating Fumagillin is
hi-tech and a closely gnarded secret. It involves

biotechnological handling of a fungus strain -

which needs a sterile fermentation plant for
production. A group company based in And-
hra Pradesh is the production site for Fumagi-
lin.

The produc,e is measured in kllogrammes
and has a price range of Rs. 60,000 to Rs.
70,000 a kg. The technology is based on indig-
enous raw material and does not involve any
foreign exchange outgo, Dr. Patel said. Value-

- addition in this type of a product is high and

\

the exports fetch a good amount of foreign
exchange.

Themis exported the first batch of Fumagil-
lin in December 1994 to Sanofi, a French mul-
tmational. Sanofi £ ur years ago took over thé

management of Chinoin, It will formulate Fu-

maglilm and market it through its subsidiaries
in the US, Japan and Canada. Themis signed a

‘marketing agreement with Sanofi for five

years. The agreement could also be extended
latér, -

Field trlals are on in most developed coun-

tries to increase the application of Fumagillin

in various animal species, he said. Results of

“the research and clinical work are expected by
1997,

treatment of honey bees-in the West. It is used -

The demand for honey is increasing world-
wide especially in South America, Europe and
Japan. China is the largest exporter of honey to

‘the E18. In 1993 it shipped 72.4 million tones
“to the US, said Dr.:Patel.

Prag Bosimi to set up EOU

Our Staff Correspondent
BOMBAY, Jan. 25

RAG Bosimi Synthetics Ltd., a joint sector

undertaking in Assam, has been granted
approval by the Government to set up its 100
per-cent export oriented unit for its texturlsmg
division.

"The EQU will be manufacturing and export-
ing 5,000 tpa of polyester, texturised twisted
and dyed yarn. [t shall earn the company a
foreign exchange of Rs. 35 crores per year.

The company has initiated exports and has
already bagged the order of texturised yarns
worth Bs. 9 crores from the UK.
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___Drug for bees!

EEP Team

Bombay

Themis Chemicals  Ltd, a
Bombay-based drug unit, has
achieved a rare distinction of
being the first company in the
world to develop and export
Fumagillin, an anti-protozoal
product for veterinary use in
Europe.

Fumagillin, a unique product
designed to work against all in-

bees, is manufactured by using
the biotechnology technique in a
fermentation plant, according to
Dr Dinesh S Patel, Vice Chair-
man of Themis.

The company has signed a
long term contract for five years
with Chinoin Chemicals, a
Hungarian company which pos-
sesses the technical knowledge of
its application, use and market,
and extendable for a further
period. The European multina-

w9

fections in honey producing

1

Fumagzllm for export markets

1w

tional has a woridvnde marketing

network with  various  sub-

‘sidiaries in USA, Japan, France,

:Canada, etc where the product

‘will be formulated and sold.
The formulation of Fumagillin

is claimed to be hi-tech and with

a totally guarded technology.
Work for field trials is under way
in most of the developed coun-
tries to increase the application
of Fumagillin in various animal

species. Results of the research.

and clinical work are expected to
be available by 1996/97. - -
- Fumagillin is also expected to

be used in developed countries

as a feed additive for honey bees.
The main function of the product
is to work against all infections

that affect bees producing hon-
ey. The application of Fumagillin
increases the output and quality
of honey produced by honey
bees. - _
Currently, China is the world's
largest exporter of honey to the
US. k shipped £72.4 million

worth of honey to the US in

1993. In 1992, it shipped 60

" tonnes. This shows a phenomen-
al growth of the honey market in

the US alone. Other European
and South American countries as

‘well as Japan are other deman-

ding markets.

The production of Fumagillin
involves . biotechnological hand-
ling of a furgus strain which: is

‘considered hi-tech. Production
involves heavy capital ‘ invest- .

ment as it needs a sterile fer-
mentation plant just.as required

for the production of rifampicin,

{penicillin, tetracycline, etc. The
product is very sensitive as also
expensive; with the price ranging
from Rs 60,000 to Rs 75,000 per’
kg. .
- The present technology is
based on indigenous raw mate-
rial -and does not involve outgo
of any foreign exchange. The
export of this product gives a
substantial value addition and
brings in foreign exchange. .
Dr Patel says that the com-
pany is concentrating on more

-and more-of such products de-

rived.. from  the biotechnology
route using the fermentation
technology.



Themis deyelops
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«developed. Fumagillin, ‘an anti-
“protozoalsproduct; biotechnica-
" ly.Fumagillin isextensivély used
- in‘Western ‘and other- developed
“countries for the treatment of
-bees producing honey:~ - :

ng " Artemis group. The-
mijs-has igned long-term con-

. tracts ﬁitl;fl\/l/:s}"@m_noin of Hun-

umagillin - in
bee ese: European multina-
tionals ] gwc_-_ﬂgygrldwid';e_:. market-

~ing network“and sybsidiaries in
USs., k

- The production and formula,

- tion® of ' Fumagillin - employs a
complicated ‘techriology and the
product ‘is"expected to fetch 2
price of Rs: 60,000 to Rs, 75,000
per kg. in the world market, ;ac-
cording to Dr, DineshPatel, vice
chairman and managing director
of Themis group of companies.

“Themis group’s fermentation
plant has developed Rifampicin
with indigenous technology- for-
the first time in India. Ritamp-
cin‘is also now produced by Gu-
jarat Themis Biosyn Lid,.
(GTBL) where Themis has ‘an
Anterest with other members like
Cadila, Lyka, Ayik and Kopran.
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